Differential diagnosis of low back pain.
Low back pain is a symptom common to many vertebral and extravertebral affections. The origin of low back pain mostly derives from a pathology localized in the spine, as in the case of degenerative lesions, neoplastic lesions, infections, fractures, metabolic diseases such as osteoporosis, or more rarely, rheumatological diseases. The causes of extravertebral low back pain may be renal, pancreatic, gastrointestinal, or of the female genital apparatus. The authors present a series of clinical aspects which must always be taken into consideration in order to avoid errors in the diagnosis and evaluation of a patient with low back pain.